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VCA Opening Day 
 

The season opening is a great opportunity for players and officials to get 

together, play some light-hearted croquet and share a meal together before the 

season begins in earnest. 
 

It was a pleasure to have Owen Edwards in 

attendance to run the first hoop.  Owen’s 

contribution to croquet has been significant 
over many decades and the VCA recently saw 

fit to recognize this by making him a Life 

Member. 
 

Representatives from many city and country 

clubs were joined by Cr Victoria Borg and 

Ashley Fleming, Manager, Leisure and 

Community Facilities both  
from Brimbank City Council.  
 

The weather was kind to us and players 

enjoyed both Golf Croquet and Association 
games before and after lunch.  
 

This year’s lunch was catered by Lubi – our 

very attentive caretaker. Along with her family and members of the Brimbank 
Croquet Club, Lubi provided a most delightful lunch. The lunch gave many 

players the chance to catch up and share their Winter holidays and other 

activities. 
 

After lunch play resumed and continued until afternoon tea.  Our thanks also to 

Sandra Kastanaras for her very efficient organization of the day. 
 

We now look forward to the coming  
season with many top class events 

being played in the coming weeks.  
 

Remember to keep an eye out for the 

results of the Golf Croquet Interstate 
Shield.   
 

Victoria is defending the title it  

won last year in WA.  The games 
will be played in Brisbane.   
 

A full result service will be available 

on both croquetscores.com and the  
VCA website. 
 

John Grieve  

Williamstown CC 

Patron: The Honourable 

Linda Dessau, AM 

     Governor of Victoria. 

 

Golf Croquet Team Update 
 

Due to a chronic elbow injury, Lester Hughes has had to withdraw from the 

Team to play the Inter State Shield in Brisbane next month. Lester has been 

advised that to play on at this stage may leave him with long term problems.    
 

As a result the Team will now comprise: 
 

Men.  Terry Hopkins (Captain), John van der Touw, Darren McLoughlin and 

Jim Saunders.  Reserves are Chas Quinn and John Grieve. 
 

Women.  Judy Wembridge, Gail Hopkins, Trish Watts (Vice Captain) and  

Anna Miller.  Reserve is Wilma Freeman. 
 

The Team has been preparing enthusiastically and will represent Victoria to 
the absolute best of its ability. 
 

Jim Saunders 

Chairman GC Selection Committee 

 

http://croquetscores.com/
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President’s Report  

Since writing my last report, a highlight has been attending the Essendon Croquet Club’s Annual General Meeting 
to present Dot Dickson with the Presidents Service Award, which was given in recognition of her service to croquet 

within her club (President for eight years and instrumental in driving the club’s recruitment program to the current 

membership of 102), within Western Metro (which she has chaired), within the Melbourne metropolitan area (as 

chair of the Metropolitan GC Shield (pennant) committee) and within Victoria in general (for her organisation and 
running of the Cairnlea Challenge days which introduced many members to play outside their clubs, and her will-

ingness to serve at short notice on appeal or disciplinary tribunals).  Dot is the epitome of the saying “If you want 

something done, give it to a busy person!” 

 

Another highlight was attending at Ivanhoe Park Croquet Club, prior to a meeting of the Eastern Metro committee, 
to present Owen Edwards with his Honorary Life Membership of Croquet Victoria.  After taking up croquet in 

1984, Owen developed as a player (representing Victoria in ACA Championships and Australia in World Champi-

onships), as a referee (serving as the National Director for 14 years, refereeing at state, national and international 

events, and developing much of the referee accreditation program and its attendant manuals, both AC & GC) and as 
a administrator of croquet within Victoria (serving as the VCA Promotions Officer, then chairing the VCA Promo-

tions Committee, as well as chairing the VCA Laws Committee).  As Owen was largely responsible for my devel-

opment as a GC referee, is was a pleasure to make the presentation.  

 

On 2nd August, the Season Opening was held at VCC, with some 60 members attending along with Cr Victoria 
Borg of the Brimbank City Council, who was introduced to barefoot croquet, as she had attended wearing high 

heels!  Owen Edwards, as our newest Life Member, ran the first hoop and all attending participated in an enjoyable 

luncheon. 

 

Looking to the future, Victorian members are heading north to Brisbane for the Golf Croquet Nationals, with Kevin 

Beard one of the six contestants for the ACA Gold Medal, 30th August – 1st September, various members contesting 
the GC Women’s & Men’s Championships which run concurrently, 2nd – 5th September, and the State Team  

battling to retain the WCF Shield, 6th – 10th September.  On behalf of all members, I wish the individual contestants 

and the State Team the best of luck. 

 

Following those events, a General Meeting of Croquet Australia will be held on 11th September, at which I will rep-

resent VCA.  The main business of the meeting is to amend the ACA Constitution by allowing states more time to 
ensure that their Constitution comply with the ACA Constitution where necessary (ours was checked in 2015 and 

found to comply), and by removing those clauses which relate to the transition from the previous Council and Exec-

utive structure under the former Constitution to the current Board structure under this Constitution.  There is also to 
be an update on the ACA finances for the first half of its financial year. 
 

Jim Clement  
President 
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Management Report  

Reminder: A reminder that all correspondence to VCA Council and Committee of Management goes to the Croquet 
Victoria Secretary and the Secretary is required to act as the first point of contact for member's grievances (before 

referring to an MPIO or mediation). 
 

Meeting Minutes:  

The VCA Annual General Meeting Minutes can be found on the VCA website at: 
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170619AGM.pdf 

The VCA June Council Meeting Minutes 19 June 2017 can be found on the VCA website at: 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170718CoM.pdf 
The VCA Committee of Management Meeting Minutes 18 July 2017 can be found on the VCA website at: 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170718CoM.pdf 
 

Victorian Croquet Centre: We are communicating with firms to provide quotes to address uneven concrete paths 

and to stabilise footings so that cracks in the foyer, toilets and office can be addressed. The quote provided by a firm 
to carry out work to address the roof leaks has been accepted. Some progress at last! 
 

VCA History 1866-2014: We await the outcome of a motion to be put to the August Council Meeting regarding the 

supply of one free copy to each VCA affiliated club. Individual members who wish a copy will still be required to 

purchase them.  
 

Working with Children Check clarification: A second email was forwarded to the Secretaries of VCA clubs locat-
ed in Victoria on 4 August 2017, clarifying who within your club needs a WWCC. 

Important points to remember: 

Referees officiating at tournaments in which U18s are participating do not require WWCC, unless the tournament is 
one for juniors, such as the ACA U21 GC Championships.  In all cases where a junior or juniors are playing in a 

tournament, it would be advisable for the Tournament Manager, at least, to hold a WWCC. 

Clubs that run programs for school groups, youth groups etc., will require all members who coach the youth to have 

WWCC; this includes school groups accompanied by Dept. of Education members/employees who previously 
supervised club members’ contact, as all reference to supervision is to be removed from the legislation.   In this 

case, err on the side of caution as, if the object of the visit is for the youth to gain a knowledge and appreciation 

of croquet, then anyone who is in any way imparting that knowledge is deemed to be working with children.  
 

Child Safety Practical Trial Feedback: Thank you to Sorrento and Brunswick who provided details of their 'trial' 
of the Child Safety Policy. This will assist in the preparation of the VCA Child Safe Policy. 
 

Disciplinary Tribunal or Appeal Panel Pool of Members: Thank you to those of our members who have agreed to 

be part of this pool, to be called upon as required, to deal with disciplinary matters or an appeal against non-selection 

to a State Team. 
 

Ricochet tab on VCA website: It is pleasing to see a Ricochet Tab as part of the VCA website. The Club Survey 

conducted last year indicated that over two hundred of our members play Ricochet Croquet and this is now recog-

nised by the establishment of this page on the website. 
 

Reports to Committee of Management: The VCA Appointees, Sub-Committees & Working Group Policy outlines 
the reporting procedures for all Committees of Council, stating that they 'shall submit their minutes to the Council, 

through the Secretary within seven days of each meeting'. 
 

The Job & Position Descriptions for each Appointed Officer or Sub-Committee then further clarify the duties and 

reporting timelines for each. Some are required to 'report regularly', others 'twice per annum to the Committee of 
Management'. Could Appointed Officers, Sub-Committee and Working Group Members please familiarise them-

selves with reporting guidelines relevant to their position. 
 

Regional Reports to Council: Please find set out below the revised schedule for the Regional Reports to Council.  
  

  October 2017:  MVCA, NDCA, SEMCA 
  December 2017:       NEDCA, SWCA and WMCMA 

  February 2018:  Wimmera 

 

Secretary VCA 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170619AGM.pdf
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170718CoM.pdf
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20170718CoM.pdf
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Owen Edwards Honoured by VCA 
 

At the VCA Council meeting in May, Directors unanimously agreed to recognise Owen Edwards contribution to  

croquet with Life Membership. 
 

Owen has been involved with Croquet as a player at national and international level, a promoter for Croquet, and a 
referee again at national and international level for 35 years. His most enduring contribution is interpreting the rules 

of both Association and Golf and writing Referee Manuals which are still used for training today. This has provided 

all Clubs and players with properly modified rules and documentation. 
 

On Friday 28th July over 40 people from the VCA executive and the Eastern Metro Clubs gathered at Ivanhoe Park 

Croquet Club (Owens home club) to see VCA President Jim Clement present Owen with his life Membership Med-

al. 
Ivanhoe Park Members had prepared a display of articles, photos and adverts relating to Owens activities. Follow-

ing President Jim`s presentation, several people present paid tribute to Owen`s assistance and encouragement to 

them both as players and referees. 
 

Owen spoke entertainingly about some of the highlights of his journey in croquet, particularly some of his promo-

tional work in some iconic places such as the Tennis courts at Kooyong. 
 

After Owen cut a celebratory cake everyone enjoyed an excellent lunch provided by the EMCA clubs. 
 

A day to remember indeed. 
 

Patrick Hartley Secretary Lilydale CC 
      

Warrnambool Winter Association Tournament 
 

Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th August 2017, Warrnambool held a Winter Association Tournament. 

 

We had a very good weekend, with 17 entries and each playing 5 games.  Players came from Kalimna Park  
Horsham, Queenscliff, Colac, Terang, Hamilton, Portland, Koroit as well as our Warrnambool people.  

 

Event 1     Winner:         Roger Richmond (Queenscliff)  3 games (+14) 
                       Runner-up:   Janelle Dunn (Warrnambool)  3 games (+10) 

 

Event 2  Winner:          Peter Blake (Warrnambool) 5 games 
                       Runner-up:    Meg Galpin (Portland) 3 Games 

 

Event 3  Winner:         Andrea Toet (Portland) 4 games 

                       Runner-up:   Bryan Watt (Warrnambool) 3 games     

 

Margaret Kelson Secretary Warrnambool City CC 
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President's Service Award goes to Dot Dickson 
 

Dot Dickson of Essendon Croquet Club has become the second recipient of the Croquet Vic President's Service 

Award, presented with the agreement of Council to members who have made an outstanding contribution to croquet 

in Victoria. 
 

Since joining Essendon Croquet Club in 2005, Dot has contributed to croquet at state, regional and club level.  
 

In Victoria Dot’s most significant contribution has been the highly successful One Day Golf Challenge at Cairnlea. 

Over the years the Challenge has introduced many members to competition and to play at Cairnlea. 
 

This is a social doubles day which regularly attracts players from both country and metro clubs, filling the 12 courts 

at Cairnlea. Players are assigned to a series of partners within their handicap range, so they play with and against 

new people. Every time there are some participants who have not competed before and some who are playing at 
Cairnlea for the first time.  
 

Dot started the Challenge in 2009 and ran it every year up to 2016, at first in midwinter and latterly in February as 

well. Her health does not allow her to continue to run this event, but others have taken it on and given it her name - it 
appears in the 2017/2018 calendar of Golf Croquet events as the Dot Dickson One Day Challenge.  
 

Dot has also contributed in other roles, as 

•  a Golf Croquet referee 
•  a Golf Croquet coach 

•  selection appeals and complaints pool member 

•  Essendon venue manager during the GC Worlds, 2017 
 

In metropolitan Melbourne Dot joined the Committee of the Metropolitan Golf Croquet Shield competition in 2008, 
and was Secretary from 2009 to 2016. 
 

In Western Metro Region Dot has served twice as President, convening and chairing meetings and organising  

regional activities. 
 

At Essendon Croquet Club Dot was President for eight years, contributing significantly to the growth of the club (it 

has just reached 100 members compared with 68 when she joined). She initiated social and competitive events and 

coached many U3A and other beginner groups leading to recruitment to the club. She has encouraged every member 
to contribute to the tasks and activities of the club, which now includes both elite and social players. 
 

At its most recent meeting, Croquet Victoria Council congratulated Dot on her achievements and agreed she is a 

very worthy recipient of the President's Service Award, following Stephen Forster who was the first recipient. 
 

Croquet Vic President Jim Clement presented Dot with the Award at the Essendon Croquet Club Annual General 

Meeting on Saturday 11 July. 

 

             



   

Malletsports Page 6 

Brian Andrew Shield Association Tournament 
 

On Sunday, 16th July the Bryan Andrew Shield Association  

Tournament was held at Frankston Croquet Club.   
 

Participants came from Essendon, Brighton, Briars Heritage, Sorrento  
and Frankston.  
 

After hard fought matches, Don Rogers and Roger Lee, from Brighton  

Croquet Club, emerged the victors, and are seen here accepting their  
prizes from the sponsor of the Tournament, Darren Dowel from Aquire  

Real Estate, Frankston. 
 

The Tournament was a great success and enjoyed by all, followed by a  
delicious afternoon tea prepared by the ladies of the Frankston Croquet 

Club.  
 

Julie King 

Lismore Christmas in July 
 

The Lismore croquet club held its annual Xmas in July 

social day on the 22nd July. 
 

Golf croquet doubles was played with a full field of visit-
ing player taking part. A random draw was made for each 

round. Players came from Portland, Belmont, Beaufort, 

Colac, Drysdale Terang, Ararat, Ballarat Alexandra,  
Eastern Park Geelong and Western Ballarat. Although the 

weather was fine it was bitterly cold on the green but with 

an open fire inside the clubrooms was the place to be.  
 

A big thanks to the bowling club for the use of their 

green. 
 

After five rounds of play there was three players with five 
wins and with a shoot-out Marion Trew from Colac 

proved she was too good becoming the winner from John 

Murfet from Portland. The raffle of a fruit basket was 

won by Jim Lynch from Eastern Park. Congratulations to 
all winners. 
 

During the day an ambulance was called to attend a  

player who had taken ill and all wish Sue a speedy  
recovery.   
 

The members wish to thank Cathy and all her helpers in 

the kitchen for their hard work in feeding all at lunch and 
organising such an afternoon tea. 

 

Eric O’Donnell Lismore CC 
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Briars Heritage Croquet Club 
 

Association croquet has returned to the Mornington/Mt Martha region thanks to the tireless efforts of Maureen and 

Lew Gordon. 
 

 A concept was presented to the National Trust by this enterprising couple in May 2016 proposing that the original 
croquet lawn on “The Briars” historic homestead be resurrected and the traditional game once again be played on 

heritage grounds. 
 

The idea met with enthusiasm but languished until in December 2016 Maureen fortuitously met a Briar’s volunteer 
at a function who urged the Trust to give it serious consideration. 
 

The ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ between the Mornington Shire, who are owners of the property, and the new 

Club Proposer was signed by Briars Administrator, Sharon O’Neil, and Club representative Maureen Gordon, pur-
suant to the Club going ahead. 
 

Meetings followed, the Club became incorporated and the Founding Committee was formed as follows:  

President – Lew Gordon, Vice President – Ross Bayley, Secretary – Maureen Gordon, Treasurer Beverley Treloar 
and Committee Members – Valerie Gardiner and Terri Manwaring. 
 

The Club logo features a flower found on wall paper inside the homestead relating to the Bunurong Tribe who were 

original owners of the land. 
 

Coaching of new players has commenced and the Club has been joined by many of the original members of the 

Mornington Club. We are awaiting grants and donations and sausage sizzles to raise the necessary funds to have the 

lawn layered and top dressed. The original tennis court alongside will also be used for croquet. 
 

As any members who have started up a club from scratch will know, hurdles have to be overcome and equipment 
borrowed. We are therefore appealing to any club who may have spare clips, hoops, balls, mallets, line marking 

equipment to spare to think of us as we rise again from the ashes. 
 

Love to hear from you. 
 

Beverley Treloar Secretary Briars Heritage CC. 

Lakes Entrance GC Singles Tournament 
 

Lakes Entrance CC held a wonderful and very busy Golf Croquet singles tournament on Sat and Sun 24th and 25th 

June. The weather was very kind as usual, for the tournament, very chilly but sunny.  
 

Visitors came from Monash, Ivanhoe, Sorrento, Traralgon, Essendon, Warragul, Korumburra, Bairnsdale, Maffra 
and Sale. 
 

Most of the players had at least 9 games over the two days, making it a very busy two days for the referees, Myra 

Clasby and Lorraine Gutcher from Morwell and three of our own. 
 

The courts looked great even though the club has had a problem with some sort of bug, but they were nice and green 

for the tournament, thanks to our groundsmen. The kitchen staff were kept very busy with hot soup and so much 

food that they had many compliments by everyone. 
 

The winners as follows…  

Section 3  Winner Jan Glen (Traralgon),   Runner up Sheila Barnsley (Sale) 

Section 2  Winner Bill Manwaring (Sorrento),  Runner up Owen Dickenson (Essendon) 
Section 1  Winner Kevin Glen (Traralgon),  Runner up Jan Norwood (Bairnsdale) 
 

Our raffles, of which we had 4, were won by Eleanor (Monash), Rhonda (Lakes Entrance), Peter (Sale) and last 

prize to Warragul. 
 

The club ran a trading table of goods for the weekend and this kept our willing lady members very busy. Altogether 

a great weekend as usual for Lakes Entrance. 
 

Barb Henwood Secretary Lakes Entrance CC 
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Sale Croquet Club Honours Phillip Clerici 
 

Sale Croquet Club’s Phillip Clerici receiving his 25 years of croquet membership medal from club president Len 

Clissold. 
 

Phillip is very active in both Association and Golf Croquet Pennant and Tournaments. He is continually promoting 
the game as our Media Correspondent with weekly reports to the Gippsland Times and reports to Mallet Sports of 

club events and achievements. He also produces a monthly newsletter (usually 3 or 4 pages) which is circulated to all 

club members. This is particularly useful and gives us no excuses for not being informed. He has been club secretary 
for many years and always presented immaculately produced agendas and reports. 
 

Phillip is a willing participant in all aspects of club life whether it be 

clerical or manual labour. 
 

Club members congratulate Phillip on his efforts over the 25 years and 

look forward to his continued good health and participation. 
 

Phillip’s achievements should not be allowed to pass without  
recognising the support of his wife Ethel and her contribution to the 

club, both on and off the lawns. 
 

Peter Goldstraw 
for members of Sale C.C. 
 

Morwell Wintery Doubles 
 

Morwell Croquet Club hosted their Golf Croquet Handicap Doubles Tournament over the 15th & 16th July & what 

a weekend it was. 
 

As usual, Gippsland turned on all types of weather with players looking like eskimos on Saturday, then trying to 
find hoops in the fog when they hit off on Sunday. By Sunday afternoon the sun had finally broken through & it 

turned out to be very pleasant with some players even taking off their jackets. Lorraine & Pat’s homemade soups 

were certainly most welcome at lunchtime. 
 

There was plenty of fun, lots of food & friendship & of course some great croquet games to watch. 
 

Section 1 saw 3 pairs all on 5 wins & +8 net hoops (a tournament managers nightmare), but after checking the  

games they had played against each other Deirdre Lebbon & Peter Goldstraw (Sale) were declared the winners 
with Pat Smith & Butch Hollier (Ballarat Alexandra) runners-up. Just being pipped at the post were Kaye 

Molyneux & Richard Parks (Monash). 
 

Section 2 was also close with Ruth Cashin (Korumburra) & Les Matthews (Drysdale) winning on 5 wins +10 net 
hoops to Frank Marson & Paula Hollier (Ballarat Alexandra) 5 wins +4 net hoops. 
 

The weekend saw 15 games with a result of 7/6 & 5 games that were timed out at 6/5.  
 

On behalf of the Morwell Croquet Club a very big thank you to all the players for supporting our tournament.  
We hope you all come back again next year. 
 

Also a huge thank you to the referees, Lorraine, Myra and  

Robert who braved the elements for the two days: to the  

ladies in the kitchen who kept everyone well fed and to all  
the members who helped prepare, set up and clean up.  
 

A great club effort ~ well done. 
 

Sue Elliott Morwell CC 

Wonthaggi player Sue Cartwright prepares  
for her shot watched by her doubles partner  

Gerry Kool and referee Myra Clasby. 
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Vale - Rex Cairns 1932 – 2017 
 

Rex was Secretary at Essendon from 2005 – 2017. When he died, on Wednesday 13 July, he had just been re-elected 

to the Secretary position. 
 

He came to croquet from a lifetime of activity, including a career as a teacher and school principal, and a long period 
following his retirement when he was involved in playing tennis. Then in 2003 he walked past the Essendon Croquet 

Club, he spoke to George Latham through the fence, and he joined up. From that time, Rex was unstinting in giving 

his time to Club matters.  
 

The lawns were Rex’s special care. He managed the replacement of the greens in 2008 and 2010, and diligently wa-

tered in the new grass. Throughout his time at the club he mowed, marked, and managed the maintenance of the 

courts, keeping them up to a standard where they are the envy of other clubs in Victoria. 
 

Rex produced the club newsletter, a monthly publication which kept members updated on what was happening at the 
club and within Victoria. 
 

For many years he arranged and conducted the club championships and the Essendon Association Tournament. He 

shared his enthusiasm for AC with developing players, and was much valued by members of other clubs for his 
warm, welcoming and encouraging approach.  
 

He also represented Essendon at the Essendon Football Community Sporting Club and the Western Metro Region.  

Our sympathy goes to his wife Judy, also a long time member at Essendon, their children Robyn and David, and their 
extended family.  

            Rex will be much missed. 

      

     Essendon CC 
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auscroquetco@gmail.com 

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls 

1ST/2nd/3rd Sets 

Association Clips 

  1st/2nd/3rd Sets 

 Now Available 

Mallets 

Corner Flags (set of 4) 

- Plain 

- Embroidered with club name 

(photos available on request) 

 Coming Soon: 

Golf Clips 

Centre Pegs 

 

Vale - Frank Giblin 
 
Frank passed away on 11th July. Frank was a member  

of the Terang Croquet club for 15 years and served as 

President for 3 years. Frank attended all club meetings  

and club events.  He enjoyed all forms of the game and 
was a member of the association pennant team as well  

as a member of the Gateball team. He supported many 

club events while travelling around. 
 

Frank was the quiet achiever and was always first to  

volunteer for any work around the club and took great 

pride in the surrounds at the club. He also helped  
organise the South West Sports events at the Club. 
 

Frank will be sadly missed by all at the Terang CC. 
 

Rest in peace Frank. 
 

From all members at the Terang Croquet club.    

Charlton Croquet Club 
 

The Charlton Croquet Club held its Annual Tournament 

on 29th & 30th July. Players came from Ballarat Alexan-

dra, Belmont, Castlemaine, Colac, Corowa, Essendon, 
Golden Square, Kalimna Park (Horsham), Lismore,  

Quarry Hill, Wagga Wagga and Warrnambool.  
 

Kevin Beard (Essendon) won Section 1, winning all his 
games. Trish Devlin (Castlemaine) was R/U.  

Section 2 was won by Fay Pearson (Kalimna Park) who 

also won all her matches. Ian Kelson (Warrnambool) was 
runner up.  

In Section 3 Chris Eiffert (Golden Square) won 4 games 

out of 5 and was the winner with Mignon Johnston 

(Ballarat Alexandra) runner up. 
 

Special awards were given to Bill Humphreys (Golden 

Square), John Hill (Kalimna Park) and Sue Colvin 

(Belmont). 
 

Thank you to the Bendigo Bank for sponsorship. 
 

Anne Kenny Secretary Charlton CC 

L to R; Fay Pearson, Trish Devlin, Kevin Beard, 
Mignon Johnston, Chris Eiffert and Ian Kelson. 

L to R; Bill Humphreys, Sue Colvin and John Hill. 
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 A NEW STRATEGIC PLAN FOR CROQUET VICTORIA 

In December 2015 Council approved a Strategic Plan for the five years to 2020. This focuses on: 

• Governance  – ensuring that all governing bodies within Croquet Victoria are up to speed on their responsibilities 

• Membership – aiming to recruit 300 new members over the five years to 2020, with a particular focus on 

recruiting younger members (aged 30 –50). 80% of clubs to have a plan for developing their club. 

• Image  – updating the public image of croquet, getting publicity showing croquet as an active and challenging sport 

and an enjoyable pastime. More stories on croquet in mainstream media. Most clubs engaged with social media, 

local government planning. 

• Capability  – training and developing more referees and coaches, establishing networks of coaches, and upskilling 

members on tournament management. More clubs, more clubs with lights. 
This plan is the basis of Croquet Victoria's successful application for annual funding from Sport and Recreation 

Victoria, from 2016 to 2019.  
 

MAKING IT HAPPEN 
 

In June 2017 Council approved a rolling implementation plan with target activities and milestones for 2016, 2017 

and 2018. This plan can be downloaded from croquetvic.asn.au/governance . 
For 2017, the plan includes  

Governance 

All Council members were briefed on governance issues in September 2016.  
In 2017 it is planned to hold a pilot regional briefing session for region and club office holders and other 

interested members 

Membership  
Strategic workshops for clubs, funded by Sport and Recreation Victoria grant. Regional Directors have been 

seeking club input on topics for these.  
Target of 30 clubs to have set a priority for their development in the next three years.  

Other targets for 2017: 

10 clubs to make contact with local health care workers.  

40 clubs using Croquet Victoria flyers for recruitment.  

Image 
Survey of clubs re their communication strategies and use of online media.  

Clubs encouraged to appoint publicity officers. Target of 20 clubs active on Facebook, 20 with publicity 

officers.  

Tournament results published more consistently, including Web, Croquetscores, Facebook, hopefully 
mainstream media for state level tournaments.  

Croquet Facility Guide published and distributed to local authorities to encourage and assist in planning 

community sporting facilities that include croquet.  

Funded planning project to develop master plan for croquet facilities across Victoria (Croquet Victoria has 

been allocated $40,000 for this). 

Capability    
Development of coaches network using new ACA coaching qualifications; aim to have 4 instructor coaches 

and 20 new accredited Foundation level coaches.  

Handbook for tournament managers, pilot training session for tournament managers.  
Referee refresher / training / examination sessions in the metro area and 4 regions, for both GC and AC; 5 new 

referees in each code.  

Implementation of system for making surplus equipment available on loan to new clubs.  

Regional Directors and appointed officers have been asked to follow through on these points.  

REPORTING BACK 

The Croquet Victoria Secretary and Vice President are liaising to ensure Council is regularly updated on progress on 

the activities and mile-stones summarised above. 
 

Kate Patrick, Vice President 

http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/governance
http://www.croquetvic.asn.au/GrowingCroquet
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CONTACTS: 

Fixtures & Tournaments   

John Grieve,   (03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Gateball           
Philip Brown (Kew CC) 

(03) 9571 4395 

Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator - Association  

John Grieve (Williamstown CC) 

(03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Golf Croquet   

Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC) 

(03) 5134 4990 

Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - AC 

Brian Foley (Sandringham CC) 

(03) 9584 8405 

Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - GC  

John van der Touw (MCC) 

(03) 9803 3433 

Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Association 

Doron Gunzburg  

0419 616 563  

Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com   

 State Coordinator of Coaching 

Ruth Duffy (Corowa Civic CC) 

(02) 6033 3864 - 0418 415 368 

State Handicapper - Golf Croquet 

Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)     

(03) 5156 8149 

Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au 

Email  handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

Association & Golf AHS1's:  
following Association and Golf tourna-

ments, and handicap updates, please send 

AHS1 forms to  Ian McKee 

PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3350 

Email  anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au. 
 

 

 Malletsports Editor  

Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC) 

Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350 

Email  malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au 

Submissions for the next edition 

due by the 10th Sept please 

Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre 
 

Aug 

12-13 VCA GC Women’s Ch’ships; range -6 to 20  ) Lorraine Gutcher 

12-13 VCA GC Men’s Ch’ships; range -6 to 20  ) 5134 4990 

16-17 VCA AC Women’s Invitation; range -3 to 20  ) John Grieve 

16-17 VCA AC Handicap Ch’ships; range -3 to 20  ) 04240362 935 

26-27 GC Selectors’ Invitation; range 1 to 5  Lorraine Gutcher 5134 4990 
30-10 Aug ACA Men’s Women’s Interstate Shield  Queensland 
 

         Association Tournaments around the State 
 

Aug 

10-13 MCC Open T’ment; range -3 to 3  ) 

10-13 MCC Open T’ment; range 4 to 6  )Tom Kudelka 

10-13 MCC Open T’ment; range 7 to 11  ) 0419 570 128 
12-13 Warrnambool range; -3 to20       Margaret Kelson 0418 614 937 

17-20 MCC Open T’ment; range 12 to 16  )Tom Kudelka 

17-20 MCC Open T’ment; range 18 to 20  ) 0419 570 128 

19-20 Bendigo Festival of Croquet; range -3 to 20  Bill Humphreys 5447 3439 
 

Sept 
1-3 Brighton; range -3 to 11     )Lesley Cavalier 

8-10 Brighton; range 12 to 20     ) 9596 3581 

18-19 MVCA T’ment @Swan Hill; range3 to 20 Margaret Gammon 0417107100 
 

 

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State 

Aug 

17-18 Bendigo Festival of Croquet; range -6 to 20 Chris Eiffert 5449 7173 
 

Sept 
2-3 Sorrento Doubles; range -6 to 20    Dee Fasham 5988 0148 

9 Morwell Singles; range 9 to 20        ) 

10 Morwell Singles; range 6 to 8        ) Sue Elliott  

11 Morwell Singles; range -6 to -5        ) 0408 564 712 

11 MVCA T’ment @ Swan Hill; range 0 to 5    ) Margaret Gammon 

11   MVCA T’ment @ Swan Hill; range 6 to 8    ) 0417 107 100 

11 MVCA T’ment @ Swan Hill; range 9 to 12    ) 

16-17 Drouin Singles; range -6 to 20        Heather Bullen 5625 3250 

22-24 Albury Doubles; range 0 to 10      ) Kaye Moffat  

30-1 Oct Albury Singles; range 0 to 10     ) 0417 331 454 
 

 

Gateball 

Sept 

16 Queensland State Doubles Championships       

30 Toowoomba Competition; Teams & Doubles 
 

Oct 

13-15 Australian Championships Bateau Bay NSW. 
 

Nov 

4-5 Terang       Aileen Bell 0408 438 284 

mailto:dgunzburg@dodo.com.au
mailto:anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au

